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COMPREHENSIVE RECYCLING IN MICHIGAN 
A SUMMARY

Sound, sustainable recycling and resource management is an important part 
of our quality of life, and has the collateral benefits of reducing pollutants, 
conserving our resources, and creating jobs. Because Michigan does not meet 
its stated recycling goal of 50%, more than 4.3 million tons of material that 
could be recycled back in to Michigan’s economy is now simply buried in 
landfills. The raw material value of those wasted resources alone is estimated at 
nearly $435 million annually. 

A Way Forward 
In the 2011 State of Recycling In Michigan: A Way Forward, the Michigan 
Recycling Coalition identifies the benefits, elements, and cost of a successful 
and comprehensive statewide recycling program. The cost of such investment 
is estimated to be approximately $7.62 per capita or $76 million annually. 
The economic return on that investment is estimated to be $43.95 per capita 
or $435 million; and, as many as 13,000 jobs, as much as $300 million in income 
and $3.9 billion in receipts, and as much as $22 million in additional state tax 
revenue. 

The State’s Role 
An examination of best practices around the country and the Great Lakes 
region demonstrates that an active role by the State is essential to the success 
of recycling on a statewide basis. Those states that have experienced the 
greatest job growth and highest recycling rates are generally those that provide 
funding, tools, and technical assistance to their communities.

The State of Michigan recognizes the distinct roles and responsibilities of public 
institutions (at all levels of government), the private sector, and individuals in 
encouraging and making choices related to solid waste management. Recycling 
represents one of those unique opportunities in which both public and private 
investment can cooperatively promote robust and sustainable economic 
activity while concurrently supporting environmental protection. 

Funding Comprehensive Recycling 
The concept of a Sustainability Fee acknowledges the fact that virtually every 
product, as it is manufactured, distributed, and ultimately consumed, creates 
waste. Local governments have traditionally contracted for or directly managed 
the disposition of products and their packaging at the end of their useful life, 
and have subsequently borne the costs associated with managing that waste. 
While these costs are ultimately the burden of consumers, all stakeholders 
invested in the lifecycle of the product are ultimately responsible for reducing 
the negative impact of any given product. 



To that end, a sound and sustainable source of funding that would cover the 
cost of managing, in a comprehensive way, an ever-growing waste stream is  
an appropriate and desirable management tool for all lifecycle stakeholders.  
The Sustainability Fee is an assessment of 2-5 cents that would be placed 
primarily on retail transactions with the express purpose of paying for the 
proper end-of-life management of the products and packaging purchased 
through those transactions. 

Elements of a Comprehensive Recycling Program 
The Sustainability Fee would support a statewide recycling program with  
these key elements:

• Measurement and Data Collection 

• Education and Technical Assistance

• Community Services and Infrastructure

• Market and Economic Development

• County Planning

• State Solid Waste Policy Administration

The State of Michigan recognizes that recycling is important to Michigan’s 
economy, its quality of life and its environment but also that public and private 
recycling in Michigan has underperformed. Residents overwhelmingly support 
the idea of comprehensive recycling in Michigan but without leadership and 
investment by the State, Michigan communities cannot fully benefit from the 
economic and environmental returns that recycling can yield. 


